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Gennaro Rocco (Italy) Ph.D., RN, FAAN is President of the health professional courses at 
the Catholic University Our Lady of Good Counsel Albania - he is Director of the Centre of 
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for baccalaureate programs; enrolments in each of the undergraduate, master’s and 
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arts in nursing administration and adult health from Teachers College, Columbia 
University. In 2002, Dr. Shaffer was inducted into the American Academy of Nursing.
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HOW RESEARCH IN HEALTH PROFESSIONS SHAPES 
THE SUSTAINABILITY OF THE HEALTH SYSTEMS

GENERAL  AIMS
The development 
of health profes-
sions research in 
different countries 
such Albania, Italy 
and the USA is 

pivotal to sustain and guarantee the development of 
public health systems. This conference will aim to 
delineate the challenges and the opportunities for 
the health professions in this increasing intertwined 
scenario.
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Registration

9,00-9,30 
Opening remarks and introduction to the workshop

Provost Catholic University Our Lady of Good Coun-
sel Albania 
Rector: Prof. Bruno Giardina 
Dean: Prof. Giovanni Arcudi

President Foundation Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Albania 
P. Daniele Bertoldi

Health professionals investigation in USA and Italy
Moderator: Prof Alessandro Stievano

9,30-10,00 
The evolution of nursing & health professions 
research in Italy
Prof. Gennaro Rocco

10,00-10,30 
The development of the Centre of Excellence for 
Nursing Scholarship 
Prof. Dyanne Affonso

10,30-11,00 
Current trends of nursing & phisiotherapist creden-
tialing in the USA 
Prof. Franklin Shaffer

11,00-11,30   
Coffee break

11,30-13,00 
Round table: The importance of research to shape 
the sustainability of the health systems
Moderator: Prof Alessandro Stievano 

13,00-13,30 
Discussion with participants 

13,30-14,00 
Distribution of attendance certificates 
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SPECIFIC AIMS
•To have a big picture of the development of health 
professions in different countries

• To have a general framework of health 
profession research in Albania and in Balkan countries

• To anticipate future trends in the nursing profession 
in Albania and Balkan countries


